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Trangie Central School 
Newsletter 

 18th February 2016  
Term 1 - Week 4  

What’s On 
P & C Meeting 

Tuesday 

8th March 2016 

4.00pm 

Common Room 

Week 5 22/2 iKi Workshops for Student Leaders at TCS 9.00am - 3.00pm 

 23/2 Years K-12 ‘Hear our Heart-Help My Ears Hear’ Day  

Wear Red for a gold coin donation. 

 24/2-26/2 Year 11 & 12 Access Camp - Depart TCS at 8.30am 
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From the principal 

Staff Smile of the Week (Week 3) 
 

Goes to Lea Clarke for the support you have 

provided to staff and student learning. 

The term has got off to a great start!  
 

A New Era 
2016 marks the beginning of a new phase in the life of Trangie Central School. This year is the first year that the    

secondary numbers have overtaken the primary numbers, even though these also remain strong. The senior numbers in 

particular are growing and we have the largest Year 11 that I have ever known since I have been here. Senior students 

attract significant staffing and this increase in numbers will reflect strongly in our staffing entitlement, which I will 
receive next week.  
 

We have a wide range of subjects offered and these include Senior Science, Physics, Chemistry, Biology, three levels 

of Mathematics and four levels of English. We have experienced and dedicated staff, a broad and extensive            
curriculum offering and a very diverse and exciting extra-curricular program.  
 

The appointment of our Deputy Principal, Ms Trudgett is already having an impact on our operation and is enabling a 

streamlining of our executive structure. Our Assistant Principals are doing a fantastic job in the Primary School, with 
Ms Elgood bringing a host of new skills to our school, particularly in the area of Technology. On Monday we will be 

interviewing for a new Head Teacher, Teaching and Learning and this will complete the revolution that has taken 

place. Our whole staff is excited and energised by the new and extra staff that we have appointed this year and we go 

from great to greater.  
 

Paying high fees does not give a corresponding increase in quality and I would like to thank all those parents and   

carers who support and trust us with their children, particularly in the secondary school. A strong school is vital for 

the health of our community and we are committed to ensuring that our school is a true community resource. 
 

Communication 
Our school prides itself on being open to suggestions from all members of our community. Our staff are consulted 

before decisions are made and they have input into the programs we run and the directions that we take. We are a   

united and cohesive team and this is also true of our parents and carers. We truly want to be the very best school that 
we can be and we are always pleased to hear your comments and suggestions. The avenue for communicating these 

ideas is through the Community Liaison Officer, directly to me or by joining the P&C. We also make phone calls to 

our families and survey opinions on a regular basis so there is plenty of opportunity to have your say. This term I   

intend to consult people and investigate other ways that your opinions can be sought.  
 

There is very little influence to be had if the proper channels are not used, however and so much to be gained by    

getting involved, joining in and helping our school to be great. 
 

Canteen 

We had the first day of our canteen yesterday and it was very good to see it back in business. Thanks to Veronica for 
working so hard to get it back up and running and I know we will all support her and give her time to settle in.    

Homemade Spaghetti Bolognaise today – my order is in already! 

 

Finally ........ 

My door is and always has been open – whether you are happy, sad or mad. I need to know if we are not doing    

something right but I also need to know that you trust our motives and our intentions. Everything we do, every single 

day is for YOUR children. If we can do it better, tell us.  
 

All the best 

Anne Holden 

Quality education  

in a caring  

environment 



 

Teach your children well 

Head Teachers 

 

Jessica Skinner (Relieving) 

Ted Wright SECONDARY 

Year 7-12 
Big Science Competition 

 

Students interested in participating in the Big 

Science Competition run by Australian Science 

Innovations can see Ms Ebsworth. 
 

Competition Details: 

Day: One day between 18-25 May 2016 

Registration By: 20th April (paper comp) or 

13th May (on-line comp) 

Cost: $8.80 per student (paper) or  

$7.70 (on-line) 

Time: 50 minutes to complete 
 

FIRST 10 ENTRIES ARE FREE! 
 

There are more opportunities for those who perform 

well, such as invitations to Science Camps & mentoring 

programs for girls. 

MOSAIC TILES 
 

If anyone has old tiles laying 
around that could be used for 
Secondary Interest Groups - 

Mosaics, they would be greatly 
appreciated. 

 
Please drop them into the  
Secondary Admin Office. 

Head Teachers’ Report 
 

It has been a fantastic start to the school year for both students and staff. All classes are establishing routines and 

working productively. There is a positive vibe throughout the school and new friendships are developing among our 
students.  
 

Cyber Safety 

The expected visit by our Police Community Liaison Officer has been postponed to a 

date in the future as he was unable to attend last Friday due to other urgent commitments. 
Further details regarding this important program will be provided when a new date is 

confirmed.  
 

Vocational Education and Training (VET) 

Our school delivers a broad curriculum suited to our secondary students. We work in collaboration with other         
educational institutions to enable our students to obtain their HSC . Our senior students undertake courses delivered by 

the Western Access Program (WAP), internally at our school and via the Western Institute of TAFE. This year we 

have a student enrolled in the IPROWD program. This is a specialist training program to assist Aboriginal people 
to gain entry to the NSW Police Academy at Goulburn, which is the first step to becoming an officer in the NSW   

Police Force. Another senior student is completing their Certificate II in Community Services – Aged Care.  Several 

other students have enrolled in Outdoor Recreation courses that will require them to participate in ‘block release’   
programs that involve camping in remote environments for a week. Primary Industries students will gain               

competencies in agricultural modules to enable them to attain a Certificate II in Agriculture. Our Hospitality students 

will again learn valuable workplace skills as they work towards obtaining their Certificate II in Hospitality.  
 

Year 11/12 Western Access Program Study Camp 
A reminder to all of our senior students in 11 and 12 that our Western Access Study Camp at Lake Burrendong will be 

held next week on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday. All senior students are required to attend. Several of our        

secondary staff teach subjects over the Western Access Program and they will also be in attendance over these days as 
they will be teaching ‘face to face’ with their students. This study camp is a valuable opportunity for students to get to 

know their teachers and classmates from the other WAP schools. 
 

Ted Wright  

Head Teacher 
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Head Teachers 

 

Jessica Skinner (Relieving) 

Ted Wright SECONDARY 

 
 

Clue 1: This animal is a nocturnal desert-living marsupial. 
 

Clue 2: There were 2 species of this animal. One is endangered, the 
other is extinct. Feral animals such as foxes, cats and dogs prey on 
them. Introduced animals such as rabbits, goats and other grazing  
animal compete with them for food and also destroy their shelter. 
 

Clue 3: This animal has one of the shortest gestation (pregnancy)  
periods of about 12-14 days. 
 

Clue 4:  This animal does not need to drink often. It gets most of its 
water from the food it eats such as insects, fruit, seeds, fungi, worms, 
termites, small lizards and spiders. One of its favourite plant foods is 
the bush onion or yalka which grows in desert sand plains after fires. 
 

Clue 5: this animal’s scientific name is Macrotis lagotis. 

A COUNTRY TOWN by M.Ebsworth 
 

You know you’re on a country road 

When a cattle truck with its bellowing load 

Overtakes you on the inside edge 

And forces you into a saltbush hedge! 

You know you’re in a country town 

When the grass, the dogs and the kids are brown 

When “G’ morning” is not so much said 

As a smile and a tip of your hat instead. 

You know you’re in the country when 

Outside the Ag store several men 

In Akubra hats and dusty boots 

Rope down the goods on their rusty utes. 

The heart of a country town will be 

The post office, butchers and bakery 

The shops closed early, if they opened at all 

The pubs are screening the trots and football. 

And as you cruise the streets in town 

The locals look you up and down 

And grin from their proximity 

For you just lost anonymity! 

On weekends, kids are heard, not seen. 

Old men in white on the bowling green, 

Through time-weary and sun-worn eyes, 

Gaze up at the hot blue open skies 

And shake their heads but don’t complain 

The last three years there’s been no rain. 

The towns this side of The Great Divide 

Have streets as long as they are wide. 

The women are strong, resilient and tough 

 
 

But warm and friendly when you’ve had enough. 

There’s nothing a country bloke can’t fix, 

Burst pipes, flat tyres, bad politics! 

All you need to do is call 

They’ll down their tools and give their all. 

They won’t charge by the hour or ask you to pay 

But “Thanks mate” and beer sure goes a long way. 

No-one is in a hurry out here 

There’s plenty of laughs and plenty of cheer. 

But like so many other towns 

This town has seen its ups and downs. 

There’s times like now, when they’re in a drought 

And other times, too much water about! 

They’ve buried their babies, their young and old 

Each with their own tragic story untold. 

The mornings are brisk, the days are hot 

The evenings are quiet but the roosters are not! 

The country has an energy 

It’s sharp, it’s crisp, it’s vitality! 

The country’s major saboteurs 

Are the mean and nasty cat-head burrs! 

These three pronged devils will invoke 

Profanities from out-o-town folk! 

If you want to truly feel alive 

I dare you to take a country drive 

I promise that you won’t regret it 

Or ever, in your life, forget it! 

 

 

Watt’s in the Box 
 

Ms Ebsworth 
Science Teacher 

 

Week 3 Winners 
Tim James (Year 11) 

Deacon Carney (Year 11) 
Tyron Phillips (Year 11) 
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Access Coordinator 

 

Troy Jones ACCESS NEWS 
TERM ONE - Week 4 

General Business 
 

ACCESS CAMP IS NEXT WEEK! 
Access Camp is next week on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday for both Year 11 and 12.  This camp is always a 

popular event on the Access Calendar and provides our students to meet their course coordinators and also meet    

other students in the program. Students will be working on assessment tasks for their subjects as well as participating 
in Sport and Rec activities. 
 

***A friendly reminder to also pay $80.00 for this excursion. This payment is now overdue*** 
 

The Senior Study 
Our senior study is both shared by Year 11 and Year 12 students. This space is clearly a study space and should be 

treated with respect. Students who choose not to use this space appropriately and disrupt learning will have to accept 
the consequences that follow. 
 

  
Feel free to visit the Western Access Program website for more information about the program, policies and         

procedures.  
 

http://westernaccess.nsw.edu.au/ 

http://www.facebook.com/WesternAccessProgram 
 

Troy Jones 

Access Coordinator 

https://staffowa.det.nsw.edu.au/owa/redir.aspx?C=c72dcc31c47e4ed3b5d19854cc339e80&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwesternaccess.nsw.edu.au%2f
http://www.facebook.com/WesternAccessProgram
http://www.google.com/imgres?hl=en&safe=active&sa=X&biw=1093&bih=425&tbm=isch&tbnid=MpGpuTykj1Ip3M:&imgrefurl=http://www.foylesearchandrescue.org/&docid=9xLfWMbRSeSmfM&imgurl=http://www.foylesearchandrescue.org/uploads/images/FacebookLogo.png&w=1788&h=594&ei=
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Assistant Principals 

 

Rebecca Elgood 

Jo-Anne Ellis PRIMARY 
Assistant Principals’ Report 
 

Homework 

Congratulations to the start everyone has made with the Home Reading Program. It is great to see so many students 
earning smiles for practising this important skill. Next week we will introduce a Maths component to our weekly 

homework. All students will have a Mathletics login that can be used to complement their learning along with a    

paper option for those students who don’t have access to a computer. Mathletics is an online Maths program where 
students work through a series of activities that are based at their learning level. Teachers are able to check in on     

student activity and will receive feedback on what students have completed and the areas that they may have had 

trouble with. If you have any questions about this please speak to you child’s classroom teacher.  
 

K-6 Assembly  

Last Friday was the first of our K-6 Assemblies. Thank you to all 
the family and friends that came and shared in the fun with us. 

Congratulations to Year 6 for their running of the assembly; you 

did a fabulous job and we loved your dance routine. Also a big 
congratulations to 1/2E who won the Terrific Trangie trophy for 

being the most well behaved class at the assembly.  Our next   

assembly will be held Week 6, Friday 4th March. Everyone is 
welcome to come along.  
 

Gobondery/NARRAF Tennis 

Upcoming Tennis stars at TCS!!!! Xanthe St Clair and Kai Greenwood attended Tennis trials in Tottenham this week 

and have been selected to compete at the PSSA Tennis knockout later in the term. Congratulations and best of luck.  

Interest Groups  

Interest Groups have begun again for 2016. On offer this term students were able to choose from some of the        

following options: Cooking, IKI, Drawing, Water Polo, Wood Burning, Painting, Circus and Lego.   
 

Creative And Practical Arts 

What great opportunities we have at TCS!!! This term Mrs Sue Larkings is organising Choir 

and recorder groups for K-6 and dance groups for students in 3/4 and 5/6. We are hoping to be 

able to enter our groups in an Eisteddford later in 

the year. Dance groups and choir will be held 

during lunch breaks on Tuesday, Wednesday and 

Thursday.  

 

Jo Ellis 

Assistant Principal  
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Assistant Principals 

 

Rebecca Elgood 

Jo-Anne Ellis PRIMARY 
Future Moves 
On Tuesday, Year 6 went into Dubbo and            

participated in the CSU ‘CHECK IT OUT DAY!’ 

6E had a great time and got to see what Uni life was 

all about. We explored CSU Dubbo Campus, 
worked with other schools and participated in     

different lessons including nursing practicums, art, 

education, media and DNA! After we moved      
between our lessons, we played some fun games and 

got to pretend that we had graduated from           

university. We put on robes and hats and were then 
awarded a certificate and had the traditional      

graduation photo. 6E had a ball and have some   

exciting careers planned ahead. Thank you to Mrs 

Stoneman for driving the bus and taking us to    
Dubbo and Miss Alex for accompanying us on the 

day also.  
 

Congratulations Year 6 on setting a fine example 
and being SAFE, RESPECTFUL, LEARNERS! 

You made Miss Elgood so proud and did a fantastic 

job of representing TCS in the  community. Keep an 
eye out in ‘The Daily Liberal’ as we got snapped 

enjoying our awesome day. 
 

Rebecca Elgood 

6E Teacher & Assistant Principal 
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SPORTS 

2016 SWIMMING CHAMPIONS 

Primary 
Junior Girl  Zoe Andrews    Junior Boy  Jock Kater 

Intermediate Girl Xanthe St Clair    Intermediate Boy Jayden Greenwood 

Senior Girl  Emily Hamilton    Senior Boy  Kai Greenwood 

 

Secondary 

Junior Girl  Anna Terry     Junior Boy  Ben Skinner 

Intermediate Girl Meegan Seymour    Intermediate Boy Morgan Gale 
         Senior Boy  Daniel Flannery 

 

RECORDS BROKEN! 
Jock Kater (8 Years)   50m Back Stroke, Breast Stroke & Butterfly 
 

Xanthe St Clair (11 Years)  4 x 50m IM 
 

Ben Skinner (14 Years)   50m Back Stroke 

      100m Butterfly 
 

Anna Terry (14 Years)   50m Back Stroke, Breast Stroke & Freestyle  
      100m Back Stroke, Breast Stroke, Butterfly & Freestyle   

      200m Freestyle 
 

Meegan Seymour (16 Years)  50m Breast Stroke 
      100m Back Stroke 
 

Kurt Terry (17 Years)   50m Breast Stroke 
 

Daniel Flannery (17 Years)  50m Freestyle 
 

House Results 
Bundemar  2174 

Dandaloo  1923 

Widgeree  1659 

WINNING HOUSE  

BUNDEMAR 
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SPORTS 
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SPORTS 

The Trangie Central School Aboriginal students were invited to participate in 
a one day workshop run by the Department of Education and Communities in   

collaboration with the internationally renowned Bangarra Dance Theatre.       

Students learnt contemporary indigenous dance repertoire from some of        

Bangarra’s leading artists. These workshops aim to foster the development of 
dance skills and cultural significance in talented Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander students, both boys and girls from school years 7-12. 

 
Students with exceptional talent and potential will be identified from this 

workshop and many more being offered around the state to join the 2016 

NSW Public Schools Aboriginal Dance Company. TCS’s Pat Skinner and 
Meegan Seymour were identified as potentials and are on the short listing for 

this prestige opportunity. 

 

In 2015, the Aboriginal Dance Company and Schools Spectacular Aboriginal 
Dance Ensemble performed at great acclaim at a range of high profile and  

televised events. Not only does this company extend the skills, experiences, 

commitment and confidence of students to a level of excellence but it may 
also form a future career path. Students from the 2012, 2013 and 2014       

company have been successful in gaining a place at the NAISDA dance      

college.  Everyone at Trangie Central School wish both Pat and Meegan all the 
best. 

 

Jess Skinner 

Aboriginal Dance Coordinator 
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